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1 TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION

This technical communication is uploaded to the GLOBALG.A.P. document center and the CB
Extranet. It is also sent to the scheme managers of each approved and provisionally approved
certification body (CB), to the Technical Advisory Committee, to the technical working groups and
focus groups, to Registered Trainers, to the hosts of the national technical working groups, to the
accreditation bodies (ABs) that have signed a memorandum of understanding, and to all
benchmarked scheme and checklist owners. You can ask us to add selected persons to the
mailing list or to send these technical news releases to all your registered staff by sending your
request to webadmin@globalgap.org.

Several of the sections included have been previously communicated to you and have been
added with minimal or no changes. These are marked with Previously communicated on XX
Month XXXX. Sections with new information have been marked with “(New)” next to the heading.

2 INTEGRATED FARM ASSURANCE

2.1 Updated IFA v6 audit method and justification guidelines (New)

The audit method and justification guidelines for Integrated Farm Assurance (IFA) version 6 Smart
for fruit and vegetables (FV), IFA v6 GFS FV, and IFA v6 for flowers and ornamentals were
updated, and the updated documents were published in the GLOBALG.A.P. document center on
4 November 2025.

The minor changes made in these documents aim to help facilitate the risk-based approach
introduced in IFA v6.

On 3 April 2025, we informed all CBs approved for the aquaculture scope that there is a small but
important update in the auditor guidelines for IFA v6 for aquaculture, Smart and GFS editions.
The update is relevant for consideration by all auditors of shrimp farming activities. It relates to
female shrimp broodstock — eyestalk ablation.

The auditing guidelines for IFA v6 for aquaculture, Smart and GFS editions, are available in the
GLOBALG.A.P. document center.

CBs shall use the current auditing guidelines, and we recommend that CBs share them
with their clients to harmonize outcome of audits.

2.2 Lifting the temporary suspension of some CB sanction steps (New)

It was previously communicated in TN 02/2024 that in light of the problems with the
GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform, we will not take into account the following two items for the CB KPI
rating from the GLOBALG.A.P. certification body sanction catalogue version 6 until further notice:

Incomplete or late | Certificates not updated | If the percentage of such cases exceeds
update of certification | within 28 days; issuance of|5% of the total number of certificate
data paper certificates without|holders for that CB, then the sanction
prior registration in the|applies following “GLOBALG.A.P.
GLOBALG.A.P.IT platform;|general regulations—  Rules for
sanctions not entered into the | certification bodies,” sections
GLOBALG.A.P.IT platform|11.3.1 b) (iii), 11.3.2 b) (iii), 11.3.3 d) (iv),
in time; wrong product/|and 11.3.4 e) (iv), along with a €100 fine
incorrect  quantity/incorrect | for every reached sanction level.
certification scope certified in
the = GLOBALG.A.P. IT
platform; etc.

(If the correction requires the assistance
of the customer support team, an
additional administrative fee applies.)
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Incomplete or late|Late update of the|The GRASP general rules require
update of CB audit| GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform |updating the report in the
report and the | with the required information, | GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform within
checklist for GRASP |audit reports, aquaculture | 28 days at the latest after the time period
license  holders  without | for corrective actions has expired (within
GRASP, etc. 3 months of the initial or 28 days of the
subsequent CB audit). If a CB does not
follow this rule and updates the GRASP
CB audit report in the GLOBALG.A.P. IT
platform after this time frame, the
GLOBALG.A.P. Secretariat imposes a
fine of €150 on the CB. Payment of this
fine will not extinguish the damages
liability of the CB derived from the
omission.

We will notify CBs in upcoming technical newsletters of the date we will resume taking these two
items into account for CB KPI ratings.

2.3 About the disclaimer for exclusive trader (New)

The GLOBALG.A.P. general regulations specify that “The name of the trader can optionally be
mentioned on the certificate but only with the following disclaimer: ‘Can be exclusively traded
through [trader name].””

As the new GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform is already in operation but this feature cannot yet be
selected, we would like to ask CBs to add this disclaimer next to the producer's name whenever
they need to add it in the certificate that is generated by the new IT platform.

2.4 IFA v6 Smart for plant propagation material and combinable crops
Previously communicated on 11 September 2025.

In the latest technical news issue (02/2025, section 2.1) we informed you that the IFA v6 Smart
normative documents for plant propagation material (PPM) and combinable crops (CC) have
been released and that additional training is required for CBs and in-house trainers (IHTs) that
are already approved for IFA v6 Smart for plants.

We are delighted to inform you that the training materials for these two product categories are
available the GLOBALG.A.P. CB Academy in English from end of September 2025 and in
Spanish from mid-October 2025.

Please note the following important information regarding these training modules:
CBs and IHTs already approved for IFA v6 Smart for plants

e The related self-paced modules focusing on the product categories PPM and CC will
automatically be assigned to all IHTs of CBs approved for IFA v6 Smart for plants and will
be free of charge.

e This additional IHT training and passing of the additional IHT test (which will be live
proctored) shall take place before the replacement date, which is 1 May 2026.

CB auditors already approved for IFA v6 Smart for plants

e All CB auditors currently approved for IFA v6 Smart for plants shall be trained by their IHT
internally and shall successfully complete (i.e., pass) the additional online test for IFA v6
Smart for plants focusing on the PPM and CC product categories.
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e These additional online tests for PPM and CC will become available in the IFA v6 Smart
for plants farm auditor online test course in the GLOBALG.A.P. CB Academy and will only
be available in English and Spanish. CB auditors are not obliged to take this online test
until it is available in their working language.

Failure to attend the additional IHT training for the IFA v6 Smart for plants scope for
product categories CC and PPM before 1 May 2026 will result in the CB being blocked in
the GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform. Blocked CBs will not be able to conduct audits against IFA
v6 Smart for plants scope.

New CBs: IHT and CB auditor training requirements

e (CBs that are not yet approved for IFA v6 Smart for plants shall attend a full IHT training
for IFA v6 for plants as offered by Agraya GmbH. The full training course for IFA v6 for
plants will include the product categories PPM and CC.

e CB auditors have to complete the farm auditor online tests for IFA v6 for plants to be able
to conduct audits against any of the product categories in the IFA v6 Smart for plants
scope.

e The IHTs can search for all available CB trainings in the GLOBALG.A.P. CB Academy by
registering with their credentials.
2.5 Witness audit process confirming acceptable auditor performance (New)

After the last GFSI office assessment, we would like to inform CBs of the requirement that they
have a system in place to ensure their auditors conduct themselves in a professional manner.

CBs shall have a system in place to ensure that their auditors follow professional behavior. During
the initial sign-off witness audit and during the witness audit for auditor’'s maintenance of
competence (once every four years), the CB must use this process to confirm that their auditor’s
performance is acceptable. To be considered professional, auditors must behave in a way that
is:

e Ethical; i.e., fair, truthful, sincere, honest and discreet

e  Open-minded; i.e., willing to consider alternative ideas or points of view

¢ Diplomatic; i.e., tactful in dealing with people

e Observant; i.e., actively aware of physical surroundings and activities

e Perceptive; i.e., instinctively aware of and able to understand situations

e Versatile; i.e., adjusting readily to different situations

e Tenacious; i.e., persistent, focused on achieving objectives

o Decisive; i.e., reaching timely conclusions based on logical reasoning

e Self-reliant; i.e., acting independently while interacting effectively with others

e Trustworthy, i.e., acting with integrity and incorruptibly, aware of need for confidentiality,

and observant of professional codes of conduct

2.6 Products from Western Sahara
Previously communicated on 17 October 2025.

Following the new EU-Morocco Agreement published on 3 October 2025 (Council Decisions (EU)
2025/2022, 2025/2023, 2025/2025, and Notice C/2025/5416), please note the following important
updates regarding products originating from Western Sahara:
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The new agreement establishes that products from Western Sahara, under the control of
Moroccan customs authorities, will benefit from the same trade preferences as Moroccan
products.

However, a specific reference of origin must be used: “Ladyoune-Sakia EI Hamra” or “Dakhla-
Oued Ed-Dahab.” These names correspond to Moroccan administrative regions in the Western
Sahara area.

The new labeling rules apply provisionally as of 4 October 2025.

In this context, producers and companies with production or sourcing in Western Sahara must
correctly indicate one of the above origins in all product documentation and on all labels.

This applies in particular to Option 1 and Option 2 producers with operations in Western Sahara

3 PRODUCE HANDLING ASSURANCE

3.1 PHA auditor qualifications update
Previously communicated on 4 September 2025.

In response to challenges onboarding new auditors, this update addresses lead audit experience
requirements.

Produce Handling Assurance (PHA) version 1.2-1, Annex Ill.2, section 2.1 requires a minimum
of 10 days in management systems. PHA v2 additionally includes: “Practical auditing experience
of atleast 10 GLOBALG.A.P. Option 1 CB farm audits (IFA or Harmonized Produce Safety (HPS)
for FV, CC, hops (HOP)) including a product handling unit audit are alternatively accepted instead
of the above requirement.”

We have already drafted, received public comment on, and approved this change to expand the
qualification and therefore are implementing the change immediately, including for auditors that
apply for PHA version 1.2-1.

Previous wording:

3.1 Lead assessor training

a) Practical auditing experience of minimum 10 days in management systems (e.g.:
ISO 9000, ISO 14000, ISO 22000, OSHAS 18000, BRC Food, IFS Food, SQF,
PrimusGFS, previous GLOBALG.A.P. Option 2 or Option 4, FSSC 22000 Feed), or
PHA (this standard). This does not include witnessing or observing of audits but
includes being witnessed or observed as auditor-in-training.

Change in v2, effective now:
13.3.1 Lead auditor training and auditing experience

a) Lead auditors shall have practical auditing experience of at least 10 days (audit days
as described in the currently valid version of IAF MD5) in management systems (e.g.,
ISO/IEC 9000, ISO/IEC 14000, ISO/IEC 22000, OSHAS 18000, BRC Food, IFS Food,
SQF, PrimusGFS, previous GLOBALG.A.P. Option 2 or Option 4 standards, FSSC
22000 Feed) or PHA (this standard). This does not include witnessing or observing
audits but includes being witnessed or observed as a CB auditor-in-training.

Practical auditing experience of at least 10 GLOBALG.A.P. Option 1 CB farm audits
(IFA or HPS FV, CC, HOP) including a product handling unit audit are alternatively
accepted instead of the above requirement.
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In addition, the GLOBALG.A.P. CB Academy offered an English-language course for PHA v1.2-
1 on 21-23 October 2025. If you have any technical questions, please send an email to
standard_support@agraya.com.

4 CROPS FOR PROCESSING (NEW)

As communicated at the time that the Crops for Processing (CfP) standard was launched, CBs
shall be finally approved for IFA v5.2 FV and provisionally approved for IFA v5.2 CC.

With IFA v6 Smart, CBs are approved per scope rather than product category.
CBs applying for approval for CfP must be finally approved for IFA v6 Smart for the plants scope.

Accordingly, CB auditors must also be approved for IFA v6 Smart for the plants scope.

5 ADD-ONS
5.1 Concerning all add-ons (New)

5.1.1 Clarification about the number of producer group members in the add-on scope
(New)

In TN 02/2025 it was communicated that a producer group is a “group of three or more producers
(see definition of producer) that apply for GLOBALG.A.P. certification organized under a QMS,
according to GLOBALG.A.P. QMS requirements. The legal entity managing the QMS is the only
certificate holder in this certification option. The approved producer group members are listed in
an annex to the GLOBALG.A.P. certificate.”

Also, we clarified that this definition applies for all GLOBALG.A.P. solutions, meaning the add-
ons as well.

However, for add-ons, producer groups are allowed in which the number of registered producer
group members with a respective crop registered for the add-on is less than three group
members.

Example: A producer group has 10 group members producing a range of different crops that are
registered for IFA.

Scenario number 1: Fewer than three producer group members require evaluation for, e.g.,
COORP ltalia, GLOBALG.A.P. PLUS, or the Tesco Nurture Module — because these private add-on
owners only source certain crops from this producer group.

Scenario number 2: Only two producer group members require evaluation for, e.g., the
Sustainable Program for Irrigation and Groundwater Use (SPRING) add-on, as only these
members produce tomatoes. This is allowed since retailers ask for the SPRING add-on for the
production processes of tomatoes only. (For the GLOBALG.A.P. Risk Assessment on Social
Practice (GRASP) version 2 add-on, however, this scenario is not possible, as all producer group
members shall be included in the GRASP scope.)

Scenario number 3: Only two of these 10 producer group members produce tomatoes — and
Tesco sources tomatoes from this group.

The above scenarios are allowed.

However, please keep in mind that a scenario where all 10 producer group members produce
tomatoes and only two members are registered for the add-on is NOT allowed.
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5.2 GRASP add-on

5.2.1 About GRASP NIG for Tanzania (New)

We would like to inform all our stakeholders that despite the communication sent out in
TN 03/2024, there is currently no GRASP v2 national interpretation guideline (NIG) for
Tanzania.

GRASP v2 assessments are still possible in Tanzania, and the CB assessors shall proceed
using the process described in the GRASP v2 general rules, section 5.3, “Special registration of
assessors in countries without an NIG.”

5.2.2 GRASP v2 combinability with IFA v5.2 PPM, CC, and CfP, and phase out for audits
of GRASP v1.3.1-l from the GLOBALG.A.P. database (New)

As already communicated, the new GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform has been in operation since 3
November 2025 and has replaced the GLOBALG.A.P. database.

Due to this transition and the fact that IFA v6 PPM and CC will replace IFA v5.2 PPM and CC
from 1 May 2026, Agraya GmbH has decided to start combining IFA v5.2 PPM and CC with
GRASP v2 directly and phase out GRASP v1.3-1-i. Similarly, GRASP v2 is being combined with
CfP v1.1.

From 3 November 2025, producers registering for IFA v5.2 PPM, CC, or for CfP and looking for
a GRASRP letter of conformance shall register for GRASP v2 only. GRASP v1.3-1-i is no longer
available for audits in the new GLOBALG.A.P. IT platform for any GLOBALG.A.P solution.

5.2.3 Clarification about workers’ age in India (New)

New law developments in India have highlighted a critical limitation in age verification practices.
Government offices have indicated that Aadhaar cards are not considered reliable evidence
for determining workers’ ages. The birth dates listed on Aadhaar documents are frequently
inaccurate, which poses a significant risk in child labor assessments and compliance audits.
Producers, internal assessors, and CB GRASP assessors are therefore advised to verify the
workers’ ages through one-on-one interviews in combination with further relevant documents
such as birth certificates, school leaving certificates, and others.

5.3 AH-DLL GROW add-on

5.3.1 New annex for the AH-DLL GROW add-on v3.1 (New)

The following updates have been made to the AH-DLL GROW annex v3.1:
Jerusalem artichoke was added to the AH-DLL GROW annex v3.1.

The risk clarification of this product will be as follows:

Module 1 (residue monitoring) (NL/BE; within EU; outside EU): YES, module 1 needs to be
implemented/checked due to higher risk.

Module 2 (general hygiene check): YES, module 2 needs to be implemented/checked, as this
is required for all crops.

Module 3 (product hygiene): NO, due to low risk this module is N/A.
Module 4 (handling hygiene): NO, due to low risk this module is N/A.
Module 5 (foreign bodies/substances): NO, due to low risk this module is N/A.

Here is the link to the latest version of the AH-DLL GROW annex v3.1: AH-DLL GROW annex
v3.1 Nov25
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PRODUCT LIST UPDATES (NEW)

There have been updates to the GLOBALG.A.P. product list:
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Product name ID Product Comment
category
Strawberr 112 FV Added scientific name Fragaria
y 590 PPM vesca to this product
Runner bean 102469 FV Scientific name for this product
102460 PPM is Phaseolus coccineus
Gastrodia tuber 102471 FV New product added

Here is the link to the latest version of the GLOBALG.A.P. product list: GLOBALG.A.P. product
list (November 2025)

7 OTHER TOPICS

7.1 Updates on trainings
Primary Farm Assurance version 6 self-paced course now available

As outlined in TN 03/2024, the approval requirements for CBs and verification bodies (VBs) for
the Primary Farm Assurance (PFA) version 6 program have been updated.

We are pleased to announce that there is now a related self-paced course available for CBs and
VBs that are either already approved for PFA v6 or currently in the process of approval. This
course was developed to help CBs and VBs become more familiar with PFA v6 and its purpose.

Course overview:

The PFA v6 self-paced course (approx. 3 hours, excluding breaks) is designed to support CBs
and VBs in:

o |dentifying how PFA differs from the IFA standard and recognizing situations where PFA
is the preferred option for a producer

e Implementing the PFA registration and assessment process

e Applying PFA principles at farm level and recognizing non-compliance through practical
examples

¢ Identifying and applying the correct P&Cs
Availability:

e English version: Available from November 2025

e Spanish version: Available from January 2026

e CBs: Access via the GLOBALG.A.P. CB Academy

e VBs: Access via the GLOBALG.A.P. Academy
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Important information regarding training steps:
For IHTs of PFA v6 approved CBs and VBs
e |HTs of CBs/VBs already approved for PFA v6 shall register for this self-paced course.

e |HTs shall complete the training and pass the non-proctored online test within three
months of when the course is released in their preferred language (English or Spanish).

e Course fee is €125 per participant
For auditors/assessors of approved CBs/VBs

Auditors/Assessors conducting PFA v6 assessments shall:
1) Be trained internally by their IHT on PFA v6
OR
2) Complete the self-paced PFA v6 course test (fee of €125 per participant applies)

All auditors/assessors conducting PFA v6 assessments shall also pass the non-proctored online
test.

Note: CB auditors/VB assessors must complete the PFA v6 training offered by the IHT or the
PFA v6 self-paced course. They must also complete the PFA v6 online test. The training and
the online test must be completed before 1 May 2026. If the training and test have not been
completed before this date, the CB auditor/VB assessor will be blocked in the GLOBALG.A.P.
IT platform, and they will not be able to conduct assessments against PFA v6.

For new CBs/VBs seeking PFA approval

e Completion of the PFA v6 self-paced course is a mandatory part of the PFA v6 approval
process.

o Please refer to the PFA general rules v6 for detailed approval requirements.

7.2 CB auditor registration fee reminder (New)

We would like to remind CBs that the CB auditor registration fee is charged again if CB auditors
fail to become approved and then register again in the Certification Body Administration Tool
(CB-AT) to start the process from scratch.

-—-1{/---
Sincerely,

Agraya GmbH
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